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Catalonia, a land of contrasts

Everything is close at hand and everything is different



Welcoming & compact

Well connected

Cosmopolitan, modern and Mediterranean character

Barcelona, the capital 



Best services

Barcelona, the capital 



A healthy city with the best medical facilities



An excellent choice for advanced medical care

A program run by the Catalan Tourist Board and Barcelona Tourist Board, in 
partnership with the Barcelona Medical Centre and Barcelona International 
Hospitals associations, which bring together the leading medical centres in 

Catalonia and, particularly, in Barcelona

Barcelona Medical Destination 



Why Catalonia?

• The health sector is the 4th largest sector in employment, with over 230.000 
dedicated professionals.

• The EU recognizes that Catalonia has a mature healthcare system in 
organization, innovation, research and efficiency.

• Spain holds the 7th position in the overall health system performance rating 
of WHO (Tandon et alter, 2000)

• The average life expectancy is 80 years for men 
and 86 years for women



Why Catalonia?

• Barcelona is a city with one the highest health levels in Europe. 

• It has the best medical teams and professionals for patient service.

• Barcelona meets the most attractive medical package in Europe.

• They are equipped with the most advanced technology and equipment for 
patient care.

• Its hospitals cover all specialties in the field of medicine.



Leading specialties and procedures

Cardiovascular 
medicine 

Dermatology

Traumatology &
orthopedics

Obstetrics & Fetal 
Medicine

Oncology & hematology 
& radiotherapy 

Ophthalmology Otolaryngology 

Urology & nephrology

Complex pediatrics  
(0-18)

Transplants

Digestive surgery & 
metabolic diseases

Neuroscience 

Aesthetic & 
reconstructive surgery 

Neurorehabilitation

Reproductive Medicine

Gynecology
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Barcelona Medical Destination - vídeo



Barcelona medical offer

High risk, 
high complex

Complex 
procedures

Minimally Invasive 
Surgeries

Well-being

Prevention
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Barcelona medical offer

High risk, 
high complex

Complex 
procedures

Minimally Invasive
Surgeries

Well-being

Prevention

Minimally Invasive
Surgeries

Robotic Surgery
Cataracts, Heart
valves repair.

NOTES
LESS
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IVF
Cosmetic-reconstructive
surgery
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Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

High critical
mass of 

Knowledge



Barcelona Medical Destination: a long history 

Josep Trueta, MD
(1897-1977)

General Surgeon
The Trueta Method for

treatment of open 
fractures 

Ignasi Barraquer, MD
(1887-1965) 

Ophthalmologist
The Barraquer Method for

cataract surgery
(phacoeresis)



Physicians:  Knowledge and expertise 

Valentí Fuster
MD, PhD
Director,

Institute of 
Cardiology

Mount Sinai Hospital
(New York)

Joan Massagué
PhD

Director, 
Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Research

Institute 
(New York)

José Baselga
PhD

Director, 
Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center

(New York)

Pedro Alonso
PhD

Director, 
Director of 

WHO's Global 
Malaria 

Programme



Physicians:  Knowledge and expertise 

Antonio Lacy
MD, PhD

General Surgery

Benjamin Guix

MD, PhD

Radiooncology

Armando Lopez

Guillermo, MD, PhD 
(Hematology)

Antonio Alcaraz
MD, PhD

Uroglogy

Jaume Mora, 
MD, PhD 

(Pediatrical Oncologist)

Josep Tabernero, 
MD, PhD, MsC

(Oncologist)



Physicians:  Knowledge and expertise 

Rafael Barraquer, 
MD, PhD 

(Ophthalmologist)

Humberto 

Villavicencio  
MD, PhD (Urologist)

Ramon Cugat,

MD PhD 
(Traumatologist)

Francesc Palau, 
MD, PhD (Medical 

Geneticist)



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Health Care
Teamwork



To achieve good results: organization & team work



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Postgraduate

education & 

training



Post-graduate training



Staff continuous training



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Patient
experience
programs



A comprehensive approach to patients



A comprehensive approach to patients



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Research & 
Innovation



Translational Research and Clinical Trials
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Pioneer research in oncology

Publication 
in Science 
2019:
Oncolytic 
virus to 
attack 
selectively a 
tumor in 
children



CAR-T ARI-0001 (in-house developed) 
Patients with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia >25 years
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Start-up: Nanofiber membranes to apply 
chemotherapy locally 
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Emotional 
Navigation applied 

to Medicine



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Upfront
technology



Development 
of Precision 
Medicine
Based on 
Artificial 
Intelligence 

Barcelona Super-Computing Center



5G Tecnologies



Integrated surgical theaters
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Vectra 360º - Skin malignance diseases
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Quality & Safety 
Programs

Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona



Regional and hospital  level:
• Effectivity
• Safety
• Satisfaction
• Adecuay of care

Quality & patient safety: culture and practice



Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Highly effective
health care

system





Strength of the medical offer of Barcelona

Biomedical
Industry





MILESTONESBiomedical 
Industry

Patient
experience 
programs



World’s first full robotic transvaginal 
kidney transplant (2015)



A child with an aggressive brain tumor is successfully 
treated with an adult lung cancer medication



Among the best Children’s Hospitals
in the world for Neuroblastoma



Milestone

First saved foetus in the world with congenital high airway obstruction 
syndrome by foetal surgery at 21 weeks of pregnancy



First European center
applying:

Last generation 
Immunotherapy in 
High-Risk 
Neuroblastoma

(US FDA approved, 
2020)



First time in Europe of the Argus II artificial
sight chip 2015
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TaTME technique for the treatment of colon and 
rectal cancer. Worldwide pioneers



3D surgical navigation for Foetal Surgery
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PERORAL ENDOSCOPIC MYOTOMY - POEM
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First centre in Spain to have the new guided robot 
for spinal pathology. Mazor XTM robotic platform

62



First hospital Spain
Transorbital Skull Base Surgery
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International Expansion



THANK YOU!

www.barcelonamedicaldestination.com

barcelonamedicaldestination@gencat.cat

http://www.barcelonamedicaldestination.com/

